Biological properties of plaque-size variants of Sendai virus.
Large (RL)-and small (RS)-plaque variants of Sendai virus were isolated in culture of LLCMK2 cells in the presence of trypsin and their biological properties were determined. The RL variant was more virulent to mice than the RS variant. The RL variant had a higher growth rate than the RS variant in multiple-step growth in the presence of trypsin, but the two variants had an almost equal growth rate in its absence. Restoration of hemolytic activity in cleavage of the F protein of the RL variant were achieved by milder trypsin treatment than was needed for the RS variant.